
Statement on Potentially Harmful Language in Collection Description 

 
Southern Utah University’s Gerald R. Sherratt Library is committed to creating a space 
that is inclusive, respectful, and does not cause harm to those who interact with our 
collections. This includes those who create, use, and are represented in the collections 
we steward. Libraries are historic records of evolving human experience; past experience 
does not always reflect present sensibilities. Existing descriptions may contain 
language that is racist, sexist, colonialist, homophobic, or that uses other offensive 
terms. Staff are currently implementing practices to address offensive or harmful 
language as part of routine description work. 
 
If you encounter language in Sherratt Library’s catalog records, digitized collections, 
finding aids, exhibitions, or elsewhere that you find harmful or offensive, or if you have 
questions about this statement or about our work, please email us at library@suu.edu. 
 
This statement was adapted from those of Folger Shakespeare Library, Stanford Libraries, 
Yale University Library, and Princeton University Library. It was last updated on 2023-01-
13. 
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